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Presidentôs Message  
  
It is with great anticipation that VOWRA enters the second half of 
2009.  In the next few months, we will experience the implementa-
tion of the first licensing program for onsite professionals, witness 
the first statewide program for alternative onsite system mainte-
nance, and begin the final stage of creating the new Sewage Han-
dling and Disposal Regulations.  The challenge that these changes 
will bring to VOWRA and the onsite industry should not be under-
estimated. 
 
VOWRA is committed to doing whatever is needed to ease the bur-
den that these changes will place on our members.  This includes be-
ing the voice of the industry during the development of new regula-
tions, being the source for information concerning changes, and be-
ing the provider of any training that may be required by the 
changes.  However, the most important thing we can do is listen to 
you, our members.  We need to know what your needs are in order 
to address them. 
 
One of the most significant changes will be the licensure of practitio-
ners.  The DPOR Onsite System Professional licensure regulations 
will be implemented on July 1, 2009.  They can be viewed at 
www.townhall.state.va.us/L/ViewXML.cfm?textid=3228.  This is the 
final draft and should be carefully read by all installers, mainte-
nance providers, and onsite soil evaluators.  Please feel free to ask 
any VOWRA Board member if questions arise. 
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Presidentôs Message  
 

 

I would also encourage all of our members to download the draft Operation and Maintenance regula-

tions from the VOWRA bulletin board system, vowra.org/community,  and offer comments to the 

board.  We are hopeful that concepts in this document will be part of the new Sewage Handling and Dis-

posal Regulations that are currently under development. 

 

The board of directors must continue to have input from the membership in order to successfully move 

the industry forward.  As a VOWRA member, it is your responsibility to communicate with your board 

so that we know what you perceive as beneficial as well as those areas that need improvement.  Please 

feel free to contact me at (540) 840-4997 or curtismoore@hughes.net with questions, comments, or con-

cerns. 
 

 

Curtis H. Moore 

President, VOWRA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Septic System Information Management 

 

 To learn more about VOWRA Septic System Information 

Management go to www.vaseptic.com.  For information  

  on all the services offered by CDS Holdings, Inc. visit  

  www.carmody.biz. 
 

 

 
Randall V. Hodges, Randy Hodges Excavating, Inc. 

 

David Benson, II, Don Benson Excavating 

 

Stanley Beck, Beckôs Septic Service 

 

Timothy Christian, Christian & Associates, Inc. 

 

Chris Newman, Christian & Associates, Inc. 

 

Timothy Conner, Montgomery Sanitation Services, Inc. 

 
M. B. Sheppard, Jr., VDH 

  

Dave Thompson, M. A. Williams Drain Cleaning 

       

Raymond Bourne, Tom Weaver Associates 

       

William T. Eichost, Eichost Soil Consultant 

        

Joseph E. King, All Star Septic 

      

Clifton M. Hott, Loudoun Septic Tank Service, Inc. 

       

Gerard T. Sossong , P.E.,  Gerard T. Sossong , P.E., LLC  
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Contact Ben Morrell or Curtis Moore by telephone numbers 

or email at vowra@shentel.net if you would like to receive 

further information about these meetings. 

 

TIME TO GET INVOLVED IN YOUR ASSOCIATION!!!!!!  
 

The Meeting of the VOWRA Board of Directors is scheduled on the first Thursday of each month.  

Most meetings are by Conference call with a  face-to-face each quarter.  The Board also meets at the 

Annual Conference and at an  annual Retreat for future planning.  

Nominees for the Board are needed.  The election will be during the Annual Meeting at the Annual 

Conference in October.  If you would like to have your name on the ballot  call Ben Morrell at 540-465-

9623 or Curtis Moore at 540-840-4007.   

Getting involved will help VOWRA expand its benefits to members and increase its effectiveness in get-

ting feedback that can be used to better the Association. 

 

Upcoming Board Meetings: 

Thursday, July 2, Teleconference 

Thursday, August 6, Teleconference 

 

VOWRA 2009 Tech Practices Committee   
  
The Tech Practices Committee continues to work on the web based data base reporting protocols.  Carmody 
Data will be providing a demo site for VOWRA Board and other interested parties review.  The site should be 
available later this month.   We are hoping to have the test site links to our web page. 
  
Tech practice is also reviewing technical whites for posting on the VOWRA web site, vowra.org.  Anyone 
knowing of a topic of interest willing to share please forward it to our Executive Director.  The following are 
excerpts from one paper that describes the operation of float operated control panels: 

  
Demand Based Pump Control:  The demand-controlled disposal of wastewater is the traditional cost effec-
tive method of moving wastewater up a hill to a dispersal site or to a unit process.  The volume of one cycle is 
based on the pump chamber size and the drawdown float settings.  Demand based controls do not prevent 
excess flows from being transferred, what goes into the chamber goes out. 

  
Timer Based Flow Equalization Pump Control:  The timer-controlled disposal of wastewater, increases 
field reliability and system life expectancy, while maximizing the utilization of available acreage.  Peak flow 
events, such as church services or school functions, are measured out to increase field and control compo-
nent life.  In addition, many pretreatment systems also operate more efficiently with balanced regular dosing. 
  
Duplex Timer Control:  There is an additional alarm indication requirement with duplex timer controls.  Typi-
cally timer controls are set up to dose the design flow from a facility.  In the event, one pump fails and the fa-
cility generates less that half the design flow, a high level alarm will not indicate a pump failure.  This makes 
the duplex system no better than a simplex control, just three times the cost.  To solve this problem controls 
should have a current sensor relay that initiates an alarm condition when one of the pumps does not use any 
electricity when it is supposed to be in operation.  The alarm should also latch in until the owner silences the 
alarm with a switch. 
  

Visit the VOWRA web site, vowra.org,  for the full paper and other useful in-

formation.  
  

Bob Mayer, Tech Practices Committee Chairman  
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2009 VOWRA Education and Training Schedule   
                                           

                            Register early and guarantee a space in one of the classes remaining during 2009. 

           Date  
 

 

 

 

August  5 - 6 

 

 

October 27 and 28 

October 25 and 26 

October 25 and 26 

 

November 18 

 

 

Class 
 

 

 

 

    National O & M Training   

VCOWT  

 

Fall Conference 

National Installerôs Training 

O & M Training  

 

Proprietary System Training  

Location 
 

 

 

 

Blackstone 

 

 

Richmond 

 

 

 

TBD 

CEUôS 
 

 

 

 

1.5 

 

 

1.5 

1.5 

 

 

0.6 

Please call Ben Morrell @ (540) 465-9623 with questions. 

for Information or to Register  
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Visit the new VOWRA WEBSITE at www.vowra.org.  Thanks to Trapper Davis the website is 

in the process of reconstruction.  Much has been done and more will be done to make this the 

important VOWRA communication tool.  The website will be maintained with current infor-

mation and updates on a regular basis. 

 

Take a Look!!!!  

 

 Mark your Calendars!!!!  

 

The Annual VOWRA Conference and Trade 

Show is scheduled for October 25th through 

28th (The 25th and 26th are Education 

Days) at the Holiday Inn Select/Koger South 

Conference Center, 1021 Koger 

 Center Boulevard, Richmond, Virginia 
 

 

 

 

ñTHIS YEARS CONFERENCE WILL FOCUS ON 

NEW REGULATIONS FACING THE INDUSTRY 

IN THE NEXT YEAR.ò 

 

<See Page 7> 



 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW LICENSES REQUIRED FOR INSTALLERS, OPERATORS AND AOSEôs 

 
Anyone who is a practitioner in the onsite wastewater industry needs to be cautioned on working with-

out a proper license starting July 1, 2009.  Starting July 1, 2009 anyone who installs any onsite system, 

anyone who maintains or operates an onsite system, or anyone who is an AOSE, is required to be li-

censed by DPOR. 

 

The Code of Virginia was changed in July 2007 to require individual installers and operators to have a 

license to work on onsite sewage systems.  In addition, the AOSE program was moved to DPOR as a li-

censed program.  Two years were given to prepare and enact regulations for the program.  The Depart-

ment of Professional and Occupational Regulation is now prepared to issue the final regulations imple-

menting the licensure program on July 1, 2009.  The program will be operated under the Board for Wa-

terworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System Professionals.  Interim licenses 

will be issued to applicants beginning on July 1, 2009.  The regulations and applications can be found on 

the Boardôs web site at http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/dporweb/www_main.cfm 

 

Submitted by Bob Lee 

 

 

 

Loudoun County Initiates Inspections of Non-conventional Onsite Systems  
 

The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors enacted an ordinance (Ordinance 1067) requiring inspection 

of all non-conventional onsite sewage systems on November 3, 2008.  Shortly thereafter a bill was intro-

duced into the Virginia General Assembly to remove powers of the local governments with respect to 

onsite treatment which exceeded state requirements.   The County held off implementing its ordinance 

until the General Assembly and the Governor determined the fate of the bill.  The bill did pass and was 

signed by Governor Kane, however, it will not become effective until the Virginia Department of Health 

promulgates final regulations for the operation and maintenance of onsite sewage systems.  It was esti-

mated that final rules could not be completed within a year at best, and therefore, Loudoun imple-

mented the inspection requirement. 

 

The Loudoun County Health Department (LCHD) sent letters out to the nearly 1200 home owners with-

non-conventional septic systems advising them that they have a non-conventional system and that an 

inspection would be required by July 1, 2009.  Although the ordinance identifies types of individuals 

who can conduct the inspections, each person must attend a short training session and complete a regis-

tration form to receive a user ID and password for entering the inspection reports into the VOWRA 

Septic System Information Management System.  The inspection report was established by the LCHD 

so that it is standardized for all inspections.  There have been nearly 60 inspectors identified to date. 

 

It is expected that we may learn more about the operation and maintenance of alternative onsite systems 

from this set of inspections than any other activity conducted nationally.  Initial results will be presented 

at the VOWRA Fall Conference. 

 

Submitted by Bob Lee 
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 P. O. Box 155 

 Star Tannery, VA 22654 

 

 

Contact VOWRA:  

 

Phone: 540ï465-9623 

Fax:  540-465-9627 

E-mail:  vowra@shentel.net 

 
 

 

Weôre on the Web! 

Find us at www.vowra.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñELEVATING PROFESSIONALISM IN THE ONSITE WASTE WATER INDUS-

TRY 

  IN VIRGINIAò 


